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Nowadays, approximately 90 percent of the general population in Japan uses the internet and many of them look
for health-related information. However, there have been serious concerns about the contents and credibility of these in-
formation. Among ‘‘mixture of wheat and chaff’’, information provided by the public domains are expected as accurate
and reliable ones. This article reviews five public websites that provide health or health care information for users includ-
ing the general population: Minds by the Japan Council for Quality Health Care, e-health net, evidence-based Japanese
Integrative Medicine (eJIM), Cancer Information Service by the National Cancer Center, Center for Cancer Control
and Information Services, Information system on safety and effectiveness for health foods (HF net) by National In-
stitute of Health and Nutrition. These websites show their running policy transparently and have constructed collabora-
tive relationships with each domain experts, and from the people who are not related with the healthcare field including
patients in some cases. Each of them is content-rich and well-organized as an individual unit. The organizations that run
these websites share the common goal that provides the general population with quality health-related information,
however, cooperation have been limited. To increase awareness among the public, it is worthy considering joint efforts

of these organizations in future.
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